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Donning N-95 Mask and Gown Competency 
Checklists and Evaluation
This checklist may be used to assess healthcare providers compliance and competency in performing the 
donning of proper personal protective equipment (PPE) when caring for a coronavirus patient.

Name: Date:

Observer:

Checklist Procedure Donning 
N95 Mask and Gown Rationale Expected Behaviors Competency 

Met Y/N

Engage Trained Observer Trained observer confirms 
visually that all PPE is 
serviceable and has been 
donned successfully

•	 Uses verbal commands and 
written checklist to confirm 
each step in the donning PPE 
process.

  YES
  NO

Remove Personal Clothing 
Items

Prevent the spread of 
infection via reusable 
items

•	 Changes into scrubs and 
removes all personal items 
(watches, rings, pens, etc.)

•	 Wears closed toe and heel 
shoes made of plastic or rubber 
materials

  YES
  NO

Inspect PPE prior to Donning Review for availability, 
serviceable condition and 
correct size of PPE

•	 Chooses correctly sized PPE 
equipment prior to starting the 
donning procedure

  YES
  NO

Perform Hand Hygiene Hand hygiene is the most 
reliable protection

•	 Performs hand hygiene with 
EPA- designated disinfectant 
wipe or alcohol based hand rub

  YES
  NO

Put on Gown Gown should be large 
enough to provide for 
unrestricted movement

No gap should be present 
between sleeve and glove 
to prevent skin exposure

All areas should be 
adequately covered with 
enough tie length to 
facilitate ease of removal

•	 Dons gown to cover all clothing 
areas

•	 Ensures that cuffs of glove 
are on top of the sleeve of the 
gown (or uses thumb hooks)

  YES
  NO
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Checklist Procedure Donning 
N95 Mask and Gown Rationale Expected Behaviors Competency 

Met Y/N

Put on:

•	 N-95 Respirator 

or 

•	 Full Face Protection or 
equivalent 

or

•	 Medical / Surgical mask

Ensuring a tight fit against 
skin

When providing direct 
care only a medical /
surgical mask is 
appropriate.

When aerosol-generating 
procedures are 
performed an N-95 or full 
face protection respirator 
is required.

•	 Dons face mask by holding 
respirator in palm of hand with 
straps facing the floor

•	 Places mask over mouth and 
nose

•	 Pulls bottom strap up and over 
top of head to settle behind 
head and below ears

•	 Take upper strap and put 
behind head and towards 
crown of head

•	 Mold the nose piece over 
bridge of nose for tight seal

•	 Check fit for good seal against 
skin

  YES
  NO

Put on Face Shield or Goggles Face shield provides 
additional coverage to 
protect the front and 
sides of the face including 
the skin and eyes

•	 Bends forward and holds face 
shield with both hands

•	 Expands elastic with thumbs 
and places behind head 
so foam of shield rests on 
forehead

•	 Checks to see that front and 
sides of face are covered

  YES
  NO

Put on Gloves Provides layer of safety 
during direct patient care

•	 Ensures that cuffs of glove 
are on top of the sleeve of the 
gown (or uses thumb hooks)

  YES
  NO

Verify Integrity of ensemble is 
assured prior to entry into 
room to maintain worker 
safety

•	 Asks observer to verify integrity 
of ensemble

•	 Has sufficient ROM and 
coverage

  YES
  NO
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